
MARY LAKE ASSOCIATION  SPRING 2009 

Mission  
Statement  

1. To protect the natural 
environmental health and 
beauty of Mary Lake and 
surrounding community.  

2. To represent issues 
affecting its membership 
and their quality of life. 
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Membership Report  
We are developing a multi year membership 
process because the present annual membership is 
too cumbersome and time-consuming. You will be 
invoiced this June for a one year membership @ 
$40.00 or if you choose a three year membership 

@ $120.00. Thereafter 
each year you will be 
informed in June of your 
membership status and 
billed if your membership 
is due. Payments can 
either be mailed in or paid 
at the AGM. In future 
years the cost of the one 
year membership will be 
raised slightly to cover the 
additional work involved 
with it.    

For a membership form, please follow this link 
www.marylakeassociation.org/documents/members
hipapplication2008.doc.  

Contact membership@marylakeassociation.org for 
more information.  
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The Mary Lake Association is proud to announce that 
the Mary Lake Plan is complete and adopted by the 
Town of Huntsville. After a series of stakeholder 
community meetings the plan evolved over several years 
until its completion last year. I would particularly like to 
thank Paul Johnson and Rick Wardell for their many 
hours of work in shepherding this massive project. To 
celebrate this plan, the Association has produced a flyer 
that outlines the plan. It will be sent out and made 
available to the community this spring. We are all 
stewards of our beautiful lake and its setting. Please help 
to support our community’s plan reading the material 
carefully and passing it on to your neighbours.  

The Association is still focused on issues about lake 
levels.  The Ministry of Natural Resources replaced the 
lake level regime that was in place for some 40 years 
with a new one.  It maintains higher levels through the 
spring into the summer and lower levels from then into 
the fall. This exposes new sensitive shoreline to waves 
and wakes throughout much of the year and makes fixed 
docks and boathouses unusable during parts of the 
boating season. Despite a major research project by the 
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association and presentations to the MNR, they have 
made few changes to solve this problem.   

Your association has been working with the Town of 
Huntsville to preserve the heritage of the ‘dam’ area. We 
expect to have three plaques placed there his summer to 
celebrate the historic mills and lumbering that made this 
area the heart of Port Sydney for so many years.  

If you are interested in serving on the board of the Mary 
Lake Association, please contact Ryan Kidd for more 
information. (385-3432)  
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Huntsville Lakes 
Council  

This year the Huntsville Lakes Council has been through 
a restructuring and several long time directors have 
resigned. It remains an organization dedicated to 
community information about issues relating to 
cottagers, the environment and monitoring land use and 
development. The HLC sponsors a monthly article in the 
Huntsville Forester dealing with various lake, water and 
environmental issues.  

Mike Greenfield, Director 
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Your Lake Association is making additions to the 
web page regularly to make it more useful. Included 
this summer are copies of the Mary Lake Plan, 
Included as well are maps on how to get to Mary 
Lake, a series of pictures of the lake in different 
seasons, the history of settlement around the lake, 
and a place where you can show your favourite 
picture, story or poem about the lake. There are 
several new links including one to the Muskoka Arts 
Council.  Check it out at 
www.marylakeassociation.org.  
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A sub-committee of Huntsville Town Council called the 
“Green Plan Task Force” is working to develop a 
comprehensive environmental plan to the town.  

A green plan is “a process for reaching sustainable 
environmental, social and economic goals. Unlike other 
approaches …a green plan treats the environment as a 
single interconnected system that can be safeguarded 
…through a systematic, long-range action plan.”   (“A 
Green Plan for Huntsville”, The Huntsville Forester, 
April 22, 09) 

The Green Plan team hopes to complete their Plan by 
May, 2010. Of course, by their own definition of a 
Green Plan as a “process” it will never really be 
completed. 

It is very important that the concerns and interests of the 
Mary Lake community be included in this process.  

Dave Scott, Director 

MARY LAKE PLAN UPDATE 
The “Mary Lake Plan” (Amendment Number 2 to the 
Huntsville Official Plan – Entitled “Mary Lake Specific 
Policies”) was unanimously approved by Huntsville 
Town Council in October 2008 and by the District of 
Muskoka in March of 2009.   

The Mary Lake Plan as adopted at successive Annual 
General Meetings of the Mary Lake Association has 
been approved by the Town of Huntsville, ratified by the 
District of Muskoka and now forms part of the Official 
Plan of Huntsville.  

The Mary Lake Plan was developed and approved by the 
stakeholders of the Mary Lake Basin. In developing the 
Plan, the goal was to ensure that the principals and 
objectives of the recently revised Huntsville Official 
Plan recognized the specific needs and aspirations of the 
Mary Lake Basin.  With the municipal adoption and 
ratification of the Mary Lake Plan this goal has now 
been met.  

All development within the boundaries of the Mary Lake 
Plan is now subject to the objectives and obligations of 
the Huntsville Official Plan as amended by the Mary 
Lake Specific Policies.  The details of the Mary Lake 
policies are outlined in Section 8.18. of the Huntsville 
Official Plan. 
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A copy of the “Mary Lake Plan” and the “Mary Lake 
Ridgeline Area” map – (Appendix 11 of the Huntsville 
Official Plan) can be viewed on the Association website: 
http://www.marylakeassociation.org/action.html.  

The full Huntsville Official Plan is available at: 
http://www.town.huntsville.on.ca/town_services/Official
Plan.htm.  

Paul Johnson  
Co-Chair of the Lake Plan Committee 

 

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he 
stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but 
where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy." 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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The District Municipality of Muskoka administers a 
Lake System Health Monitoring Program that is 
comprised of recreational water quality monitoring, 
shoreline surveys, and technical assistance for lake 
associations interested in undertaking a volunteer based 
monitoring program. 

The 2008 Lake System Health Monitoring Program Year 
End Report, which contains details of the monitoring 
program, and the 2008 Data Report, which provides data 
for each lake monitored in 2008, is available on the 
District Municipality of Muskoka website at 
http://www.muskoka.on.ca/siteengine/activepage.asp?Pa
geID=231.  

Lake Data Sheets for specific lakes can be downloaded 
from the Muskoka Water Web site at 
http://www.muskokawaterweb.ca/1/1.1/Text.htm.  

"Be who you are and say what you feel, because 
those who mind don't matter and those who matter 
don't mind." 

Dr. Seuss 

Cottage Owner’s Manual 
We are in the process of putting together 
information about life around our beautiful lake to 
include in an owner’s manual. It will include 
information on everything from emergency numbers 
to septic tanks to boating regulations, from power 
shutdown numbers to outdoor lighting, from 
property stewardship to campfires.  

More importantly it will celebrate the Mary Lake 
Plan which has been produced with your help over 
the last few years. We know that this booklet will be 
really useful for new cottagers and for long term 
owners and renters.  

 

FOCA Update  
(Federation of Ontario Cottage 

Associations) 
If you missed FOCA’s AGM , you can find an 
update on the day’s proceedings on the FOCA 
Events section of our website, along with copies of 
presentations from our presenters. 
All boaters please note:  The Competency of 
Operators of Pleasure Craft Regulations require 
operators of pleasure craft to have proof of 
competency on board at all times. This proof of 
competency is required for ALL operators by 
September 15, 2009. Visit the FOCA website for 
more background on the basics of boating safety, 
and the Power Squadron’s Pleasure Craft 
Operators Certificate.  
Property Tax  updates – Visit www.wraft.com, and 
www.captr.org for updates on the property tax 
meeting held with MPAC on January 28 in Toronto, 
and to stay on top of the latest in property taxation 
news.    Please note that email WRAFT should now 
be sent to wraft@bellnet.ca and for CAPTR, to 
bobtopp1@gmail.com  
Find out more about upcoming events and other 
important cottage country information, by visiting 
www.foca.on.ca.  
 
 

"Failure is the opportunity to begin again more 
intelligently." 

Henry Ford 
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NEW OVERPASS INFORMATION  

Below is a picture of the planned overpass at 
Rowanwood Road 

 
 

Water levels and the MRWMP 
We have continued our efforts to negotiate a more 
acceptable water level management plan for Mary Lake.   

During the winter months the Ministry of Natural 
Resources (“MNR”) hired Hatch Associates (formerly 
Acres Group) to review the water management plan for 
Mary Lake.  Hatch/Acres did the original work that gave 
rise to the Muskoka River Water Management Plan 
(“MRWMP”) adopted by the MNR in April 2006.  
Despite repeated requests the Mary Lake Association has 
yet to see a copy of the Hatch Review nor have we had 
an opportunity to discuss its findings or 
recommendations.   

The French Report commissioned by the Mary Lake 
Association presented to the MNR in March 2008, 
highlighted the shortcomings of the initial Hatch/Acres 
review and made specific recommendations as to what 
steps should be taken to protect the Mary Lake shoreline 
environment.  A copy of this report is available on the 
Association website at:  

http://www.marylakeassociation.org/documents/MaryLa
keWaterLevels_summary_Feb292008_final_.swf  

Anecdotal evidence suggests that the 2009 freshette was 
better managed than in previous years and water levels 
on Mary Lake are somewhat below those experienced in 
April and early May of 2007 and 2008. While we should 
all be pleased with this improved management, the issue 
remains one of establishing an ongoing water 
management plan that better reflects the realities of the 

Mary Lake environment and the fragile nature of much 
of its shoreline. 

We continue to solicit members’ comments and photos 
documenting the impact of both the high and low water 
levels experienced on Mary Lake since the 
implementation of the MRWMP in April 2006. 

Please forward comments to Paul Johnson: via email: 
pj@cottagecounrty.net or via mail: Paul Johnson, 24 
Moodie’s Lane RR2 Port Sydney P0B 1L0  

We need your help!   

Paul Johnson, Director    
 

Port Sydney Community Yard Sale - 
June 6, 2009 

Parks and Recreation is coordinating advertising, maps 
& signs for the community yard sale 

Hosting a sale?  
Register for just $25 at Community Hall on May 16 & 

23 from 9-11 am & May 21 & 26 from 4:30 – 7pm 
For more Info call 385 0490 or yardsale2009@live.com  

 

Change of Tax Collection  
In September 2008 Council passed a resolution 
changing the number of annual tax instalments to 2 
from 4.  Taxpayers will receive an Interim and Final 
tax bill as usual, but the bills are no longer split into 
2 instalments.  

The Interim bill, which is 50% of the previous year’s 
total annualized tax levy, is due March 31st; 
formerly February and April.  The Final bill, which is 
the total current year’s levy less the interim bill 
amount, is due August 31st; formerly July and 
September.  

Individual letters were sent to Huntsville area 
taxpayers in October advising of this change; 
applications to enrol in our monthly payment plan 
were included.   
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Water Quality Matters  

The ice on Mary Lake went out on/or about April 21st 
which would be the median ice-out date for the lake. We 
are looking for an official full-time resident volunteer to 
be our ICE WATCH monitor. On a card provided by the 
Ecological Monitoring and Assessment Network you 
would record the ice-on and ice-off dates for the lake 
and send it in. Please let me know if you could be that 
person at: janeearthy@hotmail.com.  

Google:  MOE lake partner for our clarity and 
phosphorus readings for 2008 and before. Phosphorus 
readings which indicate nutrient status were typical last 
year but the water clarity was 1 metre below average. I 
would hope that last year’s storm events and commotion 
were an aberration. 

“Kick and sweep” volunteers are needed again this year 
as we continue our benthic monitoring program for the 
third year. It is amazing what those little critters in the 
mud can tell us about the health of our lake. 

Water Quality matters to all of us. Please consider these 
volunteer requests. Remember: “What you do to the 
water and its surroundings you do to yourself” 

Jane Earthy, Past President 
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Greetings to All,  

Everyone is probably aware that “The G8” is coming to 
a town near you.  It will be a very busy season for 
construction in 2009 in preparation for the 2010, June 
G8.  Plan accordingly! 

Port Sydney Parks and Recreation will have a brand new 
kid’s playground in place for summer 2009.  It will be 
geared for children 2 and up and great for parents and 
grandparents.  A group of Port Sydney residents is also 
exploring funding from the G8 Legacy Fund to do a 
waterfront beautification which could include new 
washrooms, dock repairs, a new pavilion at the dock, a 

boardwalk and improvements to the Community Hall 
grounds.  We hope our local member of Federal 
Government will help with funds for this project. 

Work was still ongoing at the Port Sydney Dam as of 
Mid April.  I am concerned about what the Provincial 
Government has planned for this area.  We must be 
vigilant. 

Have a great summer! 
Bill Beatty, Councillor  
  
"There is only one time that is important - NOW! It 
is the most important time because it is the only 
time we have any power over." 

~ Attributed to Leo Tolstoy 
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Send us your pictures and stories and we may profile 

your experience in a future newsletter or on the website. 
Please email contributions to Ryan Kidd 

mail@marylakeassociation.org. ����
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CHAMBER NEWS – This Chamber continues to grow 
and take in new members and we are really excited by 
the growth.  We are seeking new directors and if you are 
interested in joining the Board please contact Nancy at 
385-1117 or email info@portsydneycofc.com.   

COMMUNITY COLUMN  - The Chamber is pleased 
to co-ordinate the Port Sydney community column in the 
Forester, on a bi-weekly basis.  We ask for your input 
for events, celebrations and local news items.   Please 
call or email the Chamber office—705-385-1117 or 
info@portsydneycofc.com with details of your event or 
news.  The column can only survive as long as we 
continue to submit newsworthy items.  We have 
received a lot of positive feedback from the community 
on this column but we need your help to keep it going 

2009-2010 AREA MAP – the new map will be 
available in early May and will be distributed around the 
community to Zanetti’s, Dean’s Home Hardware, The 
141 Cafe and the post office as well as our members.  
The map will also go to the other Muskoka Chambers as 
well as to Muskoka Tourism.  In 2010 the map will also 
be available at the Cottage Life Show and will be 
distributed around CAA, AAA and Ontario Travel 
Centres throughout Ontario and the U.S. border states.  
Maps will also be available at the Chamber office. 
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You may also check the Chamber website at 
www.portsydneycofc.com or call 705-385-1117 for 
information or email info@portsydneycofc.com; fax: 
705-385-9753.  

 

PORT SYDNEY  
PARKS &  RECREATION  

The Port Sydney Parks and Recreation Committee has 
applied for 1.1 million dollars from G8 funding for a 
Legacy Project for Port Sydney. Works proposed to be 
included are the grading and resurfacing of the 
community hall and beach parking lots, rebuilding or 
refurbish the beach washrooms, rockwork at the beach, 
new sand for the beach, refurbishing the dock, lighting 
for the parking lots, a waterfront board walk, gazebo or 
pavilion for the dock and a shade pavilion for the 
playground at the hall.  

The application was approved by the town of Huntsville 
and has been forwarded to Tony Clement.  

CAMP MINI-YO-WE 
FREE OPEN HOUSE     SUNDAY MAY 31 

2 – 6 PM 
Tour - Try some activities - Free BBQ for dinner! 

Discover a great opportunity for Spiritual Growth! 
For more information or RSVP by calling 1-888-

CAMP-MYW or visit www.miniyowe.com  
 

MLA Schedule Meetings 
Saturday, June 13 - Board 

Saturday, July 11 AGM 
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�  WRAFT (Waterfront Ratepayers After Fair 

Taxation) www.wraft.com  
�  CAPTR (Coalition After Property Tax Reform) 

www.captr.org.  
�  FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottager’s 

Associations) www.foca.on.ca  
�  Muskoka Watershed Council 

www.muskokaheritage.org/watershed  
�  Muskoka Water Web www.muskokawaterweb.ca  
�  Port Sydney Utterson Chamber of Commerce 

www.portsydneycofc.com  
�  Huntsville Lakes Council 

www.huntsvillelakescouncil.org  
�  Town of Huntsville www.huntsville.ca  
 

Camp Mini-Yo-We has sailboats for sale: Lasers 
$1,000 to $1,500, Laser 2 $2,500 and Wayfarer $2,000. 

Contact Mike @ 705-385-2629 ext. 224 
 

MLA  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Executive  

Ryan Kidd, President 
 Jane Earthy, Past President 
Dave Scott, Vice President  

Dan Kerr, Treasurer 
Charlie Forret, Secretary  

Directors  
Harold Balderson 
Mike Greenfield 

Elizabeth Hughes 
Sandy Inkster 
Paul Johnson 
Tom Laurie 
Kim Scott 

 

MARY LAKE ASSOCIATION 
NEWSLETTER  

If you know of a fellow cottager or friend who would 
appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter please pass 
it along to them or contact us. If you prefer to be 
removed from this mailing list please let us know.  

Last Thought 
"The best way to have a good idea is to 

have lots of ideas." 
Linus Pauling�

 

Published By: The Mary Lake Association, P.O. Box 1004, Port Sydney, ON P0B 1L0 
Editor: Mike Greenfield  Email: newsletter@marylakeassociation.org  

 

More info at www.marylakeassociation.org  


