
MARY LAKE ASSOCIATION  FALL 2008 

Mission  
Statement  

1. To protect the natural 
environmental health and 
beauty of Mary Lake and 
surrounding community.  

2. To represent issues 
affecting its membership 
and their quality of life. 
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Membership Report  
We are pleased to report that the membership numbers 
have increased to 90 members. The reminder letter sent 
out by President Ryan in the late winter was a success. 
Thank you to all who responded and renewed 
membership.  

We would continue to ask you to promote the Mary 
Lake Association with your cottage neighbours. Your 
association is very active in matters that pertain to Mary 
Lake e.g. dealing with the MNR and water level 
management; dam walkway at Port Sydney (new 
walkway successfully completed in the early Spring); 
dealing with the Town for new marker buoys at the river 
to name a few projects.  

Contact membership@marylakeassociation.org for more 
information.  

Sandy Inkster & Elizabeth 
Hughes 
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�  Our web page has a 
new look. We are 

managing the page ourselves. Check out the lake 
scenes page where you can see beautiful seasonal 
pictures of the lake by Ryan Kidd. On the Links 
page you can get to virtually all the Muskoka web 
sites, you can get the Port Sydney weather, get to the 
Forester and next spring set up a golf game, look up 
the 1871 census for Stephenson Township or arrange 
for a local business to work on your home.  Included 
this summer are copies of the Mary Lake Plan and 
the French Report on Lake Levels.  Included as well 
are maps on how to get to Mary Lake, a series of 
pictures of the lake in different seasons, the history 
of settlement around the lake, and a place where you 
can show your favourite picture, story or poem about 
the lake. Check out www.marylakeassociation.org 

�  Buoys  The Buoys marking the approaches to 
the Muskoka River that we put in early in July 
with the help of Huntsville Lakes Council are a 
great success.  

�  Zoning By-law Changes  We continue to 
monitor zoning by-law changes for properties 
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around the lake. This summer there were two. 
By doing this we help to maintain the quality of 
life on the lake and the objectives of the Mary 
Lake Plan.   

�  Highway 11 Interchange Alternatives  Your 
Association Executive along with cottagers in 
Thoms Bay took part in the review of the 
proposed Highway 11 Interchange Alternatives 
in the section between the cement factory at 
Stephenson Rd 8 and Rowanwood Road. 

�  The Special Tax Levy  The threatened special 
tax levy on rural residents to help to pay for 
urban water and sewer debts was an important 
issue this summer. Your Association worked 
with the Huntsville Lakes Council, the Muskoka 
Lakes Association, the Huntsville Council and 
the District of Muskoka to make sure that this 
levy was not imposed. The meeting on August 
15th was packed and through the combined 
efforts of many delegations and letters this levy 
was withdrawn. Our voice was heard. The 
strength of our voice depends on you the 
members of our association.    

�  Recognition of the Falls Park in Port Sydney 
as a Heritage Site  Ryan Kidd made a 
presentation to the Huntsville Council’s 
Heritage Committee to recognise the Falls Park 
in Port Sydney as a Heritage Site. The Mary 
Lake Association was asking the help of the 
Town of Huntsville to recognize this 
community resource enhance it and protect 
it. 

�  Recognition We asked that the Town 

designate this location as a Heritage Site 
according to municipal by-law under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

�  Enhancement  We asked that the Town 
through its Heritage Committee locate three 
descriptive tablets with pictures and text to 

commemorate the economic and cultural 
importance of the park. We expect that these 
tablets will help to create a sense of pride in the 
many young people who visit and use the area 
by educating them about its historical 
significance. We further asked the town through 
the heritage committee to prune out some of 
the brush growth in order to return the site more 
to its original appearance  and to make it more 
useable by visitors. 

�  Protection We expect that the municipal by-law 
will help to deter commercial development by 
private power generation concerns.  

�  Ads in the Newsletter You will notice the 
advertisements in this newsletter. At the Annual 
General Meeting we were granted permission 
by the membership to include these business 
card-sized ads in the newsletter.  They will help 
your association to pay for our projects and will 
provide you with information about local 
businesses.   
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Huntsville Lakes 
Council  

This year the Huntsville Lakes Council has completed 
the work on the navigation buoys for area lakes and we 
have six of them at the mouth of the river.   
�  The HLC sponsors a monthly article in the 

Huntsville Forester dealing with various lake, water 
and environmental issues.  

�  The HLC is working through a strategic planning 
process to look at the future direction for the 
organization to better serve the area lake 
associations.  

�  The HLC continues to monitor environmental 
concerns.  

Mike Greenfield, Director 
 

NATIONAL DO NOT CALL L IST 
The National Do Not Call List (DNCL) will launch on 
September 30, 2008. It is designed to reduce the number 
of unwanted telemarketing calls and faxes Canadians 
receive.  

Signing up is simple, quick and free. You can sign up 
online at www.LNNTE-DNCL.gc.ca or by calling the 
toll-free numbers 1-866-580-DNCL (1-866-580-3625) or 
1-888-DNCL-TTY (1-888-362-5889). This will not cut 
off all calls but will reduce them. 



 3 www.marylakeassociation.org   
MARY LAKE PLAN UPDATE 
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WRAFT 
Waterfront Residents After Fair Taxation  have 
sent out detailed information about the Assessment 
Notices that are coming out this fall. This will be 
posted on the Association web site in the "Action" 
section. See our website at  
www.marylakeassociation.org for more information 
 

 

Cottage Owner’s Manual 
We are in the process of putting together 
information about life around our beautiful lake to 
include in an owner’s manual. It will include 
information on everything from emergency numbers 
to septic tanks to boating regulations, from power 
shutdown numbers to outdoor lighting, from 
property stewardship to campfires.  

More importantly it will celebrate the Mary Lake 
Plan which has been produced with your help over 
the last few years. We know that this booklet will be 
really useful for new cottagers and for long term 
owners and renters. 

Water levels and the MRWMP 
As members with waterfront properties will be all too 
aware, the level of Mary Lake has been lowered 
significantly over the past month.  As a result, many 
docks and boathouses have been rendered unusable and 
beaches are now exposed to wave erosion that will 
further compromise their capacity to protect shoreline 
from damage come the high water next spring and early 
summer. 

Like the high water experienced in May, June and July, 
these low levels in September and October do not 
constitute aberrations.  Rather they are fully reflective of 
the “targeted” levels set for Mary Lake under the 
Muskoka River Water Management Plan (the 
“MRWMP”). 

Your Association continues to work for a return to lake 
levels more consistent with those that prevailed on Mary 
Lake for over 60 years.  While we have made some 
progress in this direction by way of very modest 
reductions in spring and early summer target levels we 
still have a very long way to go. 

We need your help!   

If you own waterfront property or if you monitor the 
impact of lake levels on public property we need you to 
document in photos and in text what the new “targeted” 
lake levels are doing to the waterfront that you care 
about.   

Please start a photo and text record showing lake levels 
as they affect your property.  You must take careful note 
of the date of your photographs if they are to be of any 
use on a going forward basis.   

Please provide the Mary Lake Association with a copy 
of your photos and comments including a clear notation 
of the date and location of the photos.  You can email 
this material to pj@candlelight.ca or mail it to the 
Association at:  

Mary Lake Association 
Attention Water Management 
PO Box 1004 
Port Sydney P0B 1L0  

We also encourage you to let both the Ministry of 
Natural Resources (who are responsible for managing 
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the lake levels) and the MRWMP Standing Advisory 
Committee ( who are responsible for monitoring public 
response to the new “target” lake levels) know directly 
the impact that the new lake levels are having on your 
property and your use of Mary Lake. 

At the Ministry of Natural Resources:  
Trevor Griffin 
Area Supervisor, Bracebridge 
Parry Sound District, Ministry of Natural Resources 
1350 High Falls Road 
Bracebridge, ON P1L 1W9 
Phone: 705-646-5519 
Fax: 705-645-8372 
Email: trevor.griffin@ontario.ca  
 
At the Standing Advisory Committee (the “SAC): 
Stewart Martin, Chair 
SAC of the MRWMP  
Box 366, Port Carling, ON P0B 1J0  
 (705) 765-3370  
(705)765-6026*  
smartin@muskoka.com   
 
If you contact either the MNR or the SAC please provide 
the Mary Lake Association with a copy of your material 
or a note on the issues discussed in a telephone call.  
You can get this material to the Mary Lake Association 
by mail or email as noted above. 

For the long term health of Mary Lake and its shoreline 
susceptible to erosion, it is imperative that we get lower 
spring and summer lake levels and higher fall levels. 

(See http://www.marylakeassociation.org/action.html 
“Water Levels, Critical Issues” and “Water Levels, 
Summary” for the details of an independent professional 
review of the impact of the MRWMP on Mary Lake.) 

Paul Johnson, Director    
 

Water Quality Matters  
Check out the Mary lake data on our benthic 
macroinvertebrate monitoring this summer at: 
www.muskokawaterweb.ca. Go to Muskoka data, then 
biological monitoring data, then, Mary Lake and see 
how many bugs we counted. The bugs form the bottom 
of the aquatic food chain and are sensitive to subtle 
changes in water quality. Thank you to the volunteers 
who braved a rainy day to “kick and sweep” and count. 

Are you Well Aware? You can book your free home 
visit for a self-guided assessment for rural well and 
septic owners. Web:  www.wellaware.ca or contact the 

Muskoka Heritage Foundation at 705 645-7393 or 
wellaware@vianet.ca.  

Secchi readings for clarity have given us murky results 
this year probably because of so much rain. I hope the 
problem is temporary. 

Algal growth is not always harmful. The gelatinous, 
cantaloupe-sized blobs that some have observed clinging 
to submerged branches could be a type of Colonial 
Bryozoan,  a “moss animal” that filters the water for 
food particles and is not harmful to humans, fish or 
animals. Algal blooms are caused by slow flowing 
water, prolonged sunny hot spells and high levels of 
nutrients like phosphorus. Phosphorus is in fertilizer, 
detergent and organic waste. We don’t want them. 

The message from Mary is the same: Buffer her shore, 
Maintain your septic systems, Keep soap away and don’t 
use fertilizer anywhere near her to keep her great. 

Jane Earthy, Past President 
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�  A Community Safety Zone has been installed in Port 

Sydney. Fines are increased in this zone through the 
village to protect pedestrians and people at the 
beach.   

�  The playground at the Community Hall will be 
enhanced in the spring with new equipment. 

�  The hardwood floors at the Hall have been newly 
finished 

�  Rivermill Park in Huntsville is almost complete and 
the new playground there is a hit. 

�  The beautification of Huntsville has been completed 
in the west end and along King William Street to 
Hwy. 60. 

�  Preparations including infrastructure are ongoing for 
the G8 Summit in 2010. 

  
Yours truly, 
Chris Zanetti, Councillor 
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Treasurer’s Report 
For the ten months of the fiscal year, the Association’s 
income was $4,294 and expenses were $11,984. This has 
resulted in an operating income for the period of $2,584. 
Details can be found in the statement below. Statement 
as of April, 25 2008.  

Dan Kerr, Treasurer 

MLA Schedule of Board 
Meetings 

Saturday December 27 
Saturday May 9 

Saturday June 13 
Saturday July 4 AGM 
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Know the risks, make a plan and prepare a kit are the 
steps to being ready when an emergency happens. 
According to the guide, “You should be prepared to take 
care of yourself and your family for a minimum of 72 
hours. If a disaster happens in your community, it may 
take emergency workers some time to get to you as they 
help those in desperate need.” 

“By taking a few simple steps today, you can become 
better prepared to face a range of emergencies – 
anytime, anywhere. Use this guide to create your own 
emergency plan. Use the checklists to build a 72-hour 
emergency kit. These basic steps will help you to take 
care of yourself and your loved ones during an 
emergency.” Check out more information at 
www.GetPrepared.ca.  
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Send us your pictures and stories and we may profile 

your experience in a future newsletter or on the website. 
Please email contributions to Ryan Kidd 

mail@marylakeassociation.org. ��� �
��� �
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The chamber office operates from a permanent, 
professional store-front office in the heart of Port 

Sydney and we are very visible, and active, in the 
community.  

The 4th Annual Business of the Year Award was 
awarded on Wednesday, September 23, 2008 to the 
Trillium Resort & Spa.  Gord Haig, Chamber President 
presented the award to David Furlonger, manger of The 
Trillium Resort & Spa.  The Trillium Resort and Spa is 
very committed to the community and generously 
contributes to the various events organized in the Port 
Sydney area. 

Citizen of the Year 2008 - It was with great pleasure 
that the Chamber presented the “Citizen of the Year 
Award” for 2008 to Bob Petch.   

51st WINTER CARNIVAL 

January 28 – February 1, 2009 

You may also check the Chamber website at 
www.portsydneycofc.com or call 705-385-1117 for 
information or email info@portsydneycofc.com; fax: 
705-385-9753.  
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�  WRAFT (Waterfront Ratepayers After Fair 

Taxation) www.wraft.com  
�  CAPTR (Coalition After Property Tax Reform) 

www.captr.org.  
�  FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottager’s 

Associations) www.foca.on.ca  
�  Muskoka Watershed Council 

www.muskokaheritage.org/watershed  
�  Muskoka Water Web www.muskokawaterweb.ca  
�  Port Sydney Utterson Chamber of Commerce 

www.portsydneycofc.com  
�  Huntsville Lakes Council 

www.huntsvillelakescouncil.org  
�  Town of Huntsville www.huntsville.ca  
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MLA  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Executive  
Ryan Kidd, President 

 Jane Earthy, Past President 
Dave Scott, Vice President  

Dan Kerr, Treasurer 
Charlie Forret, Secretary  

Directors  
Harold Balderson 
Mike Greenfield 

Elizabeth Hughes 
Sandy Inkster 
Paul Johnson 
Tom Laurie 
Kim Scott 

 

MARY LAKE ASSOCIATION 
NEWSLETTER  

If you know of a fellow cottager or friend who would 
appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter please pass 
it along to them or contact us. If you prefer to be 
removed from this mailing list please let us know.  

Last Thought 
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Published By: The Mary Lake Association, P.O. Box 1004, Port Sydney, ON P0B 1L0 
Editor: Mike Greenfield  Email: newsletter@marylakeassociation.org  

 

More info at www.marylakeassociation.org  
 
 


